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Dear Colleague, 

 

Welcome back to all following the Easter break. It’s been a busy few weeks 

back for parliamentarians and universities alike, but happily a number of you 

were still able to join us on Tuesday 12 April for our meeting on ‘Flexible 

pathways: part-time, adult education and life-long learning’. I found this 

meeting particularly useful as the group heard from non-traditional HE 

providers and I think it is always helpful to remember how HE is required to 

work within the bigger picture.  

 

The coming weeks for parliament are like to be consumed by the upcoming European Union 

Referendum. Similarly, I know that universities are fully committed to their roles as places of 

discussion and I understand that many of our members have or will be providing platforms for both 

sides of the debate, as well as working to ensure that students are registered to vote. Those that 

have not yet had the opportunity but are interested in hearing how each camp thinks a possible 

Brexit will affect universities may be interested in reading our issue paper on the subject by Bernard 

Jenkin MP and Professor Dame Julia Goodfellow. Neil Carmichael MP also provided a blog for the 

group on the subject back in November, you can read this and other blog posts here. If you were 

interested in contributing to the blog please do get in touch. 

 

Ahead of the Summer break, which doesn’t feel too long away now, we do of course have two more 

meetings. One on the 25 May on the subject of ‘Students as consumers in their education: where 

student fees go, how universities explain their financial decisions to students, the public and 

government’, and on 28 June we have our Summer drinks reception, please do hold the date. Finally, 

we are working on an interesting programme of meetings for the coming 2016/17 session and 

hopefully you should have received a request to renew your membership, please do get in touch if 

you’ve not received this.  

 

Roberta Blackman-Woods MP 

Chair, All-Party Parliamentary University Group  

 

 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2funiversityappg.co.uk%2fresources%2fissue-papers&data=01%7c01%7ckate.chapman%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c902795651c774072024a08d369cade26%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=DFNgevuuBAO8SxrhGqjNmXtSQVNER5ycj0uMyWPk3xo%3d
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2funiversityappg.co.uk%2fblog&data=01%7c01%7ckate.chapman%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c902795651c774072024a08d369cade26%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=UsqoB8luhCAw0FrlcZlAu61L5Zv182Qj7LmrWYYUCwo%3d
mailto:appug@universitiesuk.ac.uk
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Upcoming meetings  

 

Wednesday 25 May  

Students as consumers in their education; where student fees go, how universities explain their 

financial decisions to students, the public and government (Joint meeting with the APPG on 

Students) 

6pm-7.30pm, Committee Room 2a, followed by dinner  

Speakers to include; Sorana Vieru, Vice-President (Higher Education), NUS and Nick Hillman, 

Director, HEPI (invited) 

 

Tuesday 28 June  

University APPG Summer Reception  

Churchill Room, times to be confirmed 

 

 
 
This update is produced by Universities UK. It provides links to all relevant parliamentary business 
and sector announcements for the previous week and notes upcoming business. The APPG council 
have also suggested that university members may like to suggest inclusions from their institutions, 
such as major reports, speeches or events. If you did wish to do so, please do get in touch. 
 
The University APPG twitter account (@universityappg) will also be tweeting updates of 
parliamentary business and sector  announcements. We would encourage all members to follow the 
account. 
 
The University APPG blog is now up and running and I would like to encourage members who may 
be interested in writing a piece to please get in touch.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/universityappg
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Forthcoming Business 

 

Commons Science and Technology Hearing on Science Communication 

On Tuesday 10 May the House of Commons Science and Technology Committee will hear evidence 

from the Natural Environment Research Council on science communication. For further information 

see http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-

technology-committee/news-parliament-2015/science-communication-evidence1-15-16/  

 

House of Lords oral question on electoral participation by young people 

On Thursday 12 May, Lord Kinnock will ask the government “what steps they are taking to 

emphasise the importance to citizens, particularly young people, of registering to vote to enable 

them to participate in the referendum on the United Kingdom’s membership of the European Union 

on 23 June.” Peers may then ask questions supplementary to this, for a period of roughly 15 

minutes. 

 

Queen’s Speech 

Parliament is expected to prorogue on the Thursday 12 May until the Queen’s Speech on 

Wednesday 18 May. 

 

 

BIS Oral Questions 

 

The Business, Innovation and Skills ministerial team took oral questions on Tuesday 3 May. Among 

the questions asked were: 

 

 A questions from Margaret Greenwood MP on the ‘anti-lobbying’ clause (link to transcript) 

 A question from Andrew Jenkyns MP on work being undertaken with schools and 

universities on social mobility into the professions (link to transcript)  

 

Joint Committee on Human Rights: Evidence taken on Prevent and education 

institutions 

 

The Joint Committee on Human Rights took evidence from the education sector, including 

universities, as part of their evidence-gathering process in advance of the expected publication of an 

Extremism Bill in the Queen’s Speech. The session focussed in particular on the impact of the 

Prevent duty on education institutions. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news-parliament-2015/science-communication-evidence1-15-16/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news-parliament-2015/science-communication-evidence1-15-16/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-03/debates/1605036000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1605036000159
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-05-03/debates/1605036000023/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1605036000169
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A transcript will become available shortly on the Committee’s website (link to relevant page), but the 

session can be viewed in full at http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/eca3e01e-c5ef-4de1-

bb5e-37a39dad0ad9. 

 

Those giving evidence were: Professor Louise Richardson, vice-chancellor of the University of Oxford; 

Dr Jessie Blackbourn, lecturer at Kingston University; Christine Abbott, university secretary and 

director of operations at Birmingham City University; and Karon McCarthy, assistant principal and 

Prevent officer at Chobham Academy. 

 

House of Commons debate on NHS bursaries 

 

The House of Commons held a debate on 4 May on an Opposition motion related to the 

government’s proposed changes to support provided to student nurses, midwives and other allied 

health professions (link to full transcript). 

 

House of Lords debate on polytechnics 

 

The House of Lords held a debate on 3 May on polytechnics, and the potential for a ‘new generation’ 

of polytechnics to address a shortage of technical skills in the labour force (link to full transcript)  

 

House of Lords debate on BME people: workplace issues 

 

The House of Lords held a debate on 5 May on the issues faced by black and minority ethnic people 

in the workplace. There were references to the position of BME people working in higher education, 

and to the role of higher education in promoting better career outcomes for BME people (link to full 

transcript) 

 

Written Questions  

 

The answers to written questions can be found by clicking the name of the MP or Lord beneath the 

title. Members may appear more than once if they have asked several questions on the same topic.  

 

Future of HEFCE and QAA 

Gordon Marsden MP  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/joint-select/human-rights-committee/legislative-scrutiny/parliament-2015/extremism-bill/
http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/eca3e01e-c5ef-4de1-bb5e-37a39dad0ad9
http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/eca3e01e-c5ef-4de1-bb5e-37a39dad0ad9
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-05-04/debates/16050455000001/NHSBursaries
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-05/debates/160505104000508/Polytechnics
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-03/debates/16050325000363/BlackAndMinorityEthnicPeopleWorkplaceIssues
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-05-03/debates/16050325000363/BlackAndMinorityEthnicPeopleWorkplaceIssues
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36079
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Role of HEFCE in degree standards 

Gordon Marsden MP  

 

Degree apprenticeship numbers 

Peter Kyle MP  

 

Value and anticipated repayment of non-UK student loans 

Bernard Jenkins MP 

Bernard Jenkins MP  

 

Anti-semitism and universities 

Robert Jenrick MP  

Lord Patten  

 

The European Union and universities 

William Wragg MP  

Gavin Newlands MP  

 

Impact of student loans on securing mortgages 

Danny Kinahan MP  

 

Changes to student loan eligibility for those without settlement 

Gordon Marsden MP 

Gordon Marsden MP   

  

‘Anti-lobbying’ clause in government grant terms 

Andrew Smith MP 

Andrew Smith MP 

Andrew Smith MP   

 

Gender pay gap in higher education 

Cat Smith MP  

 

Support for student victims of sexual assault 

Neil Coyle MP  

Neil Coyle MP  

 

Curtailment of student visas 

The Marquess of Lothian  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36080
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35714
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36024
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-28/36023
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36143
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-26/HL8001
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-27/35840
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-27/904785
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35574
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35678
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35679
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-19/34674
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-19/34673
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-19/34672
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/3473
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-20/34741
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-25/35296
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-04-25/HL7934
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Regional supply of teachers 

Nic Dakin MP  

 

Teacher training and the Education White Paper 

Nic Dakin MP  
Nic Dakin MP  

Nic Dakin MP  

 

University curricula and employee needs 

Paul Flynn MP  

 

Financial support for trainee clinical psychologists 

Luciana Berger MP  

 

Skills shortages in workforce 

Seema Kennedy MP  

 

Sector news 

 

Research councils delivery plans for 2016-2020 

RCUK and the research councils have published their delivery plans for 2016-2020. 

AHRC -  http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/newsevents/news/delivery-plan-2016-20/  
BBSRC -  http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/news/policy/2016/160504-n-bbsrc-publishes-delivery-plan/  
EPSRC - https://www.epsrc.ac.uk/newsevents/news/scienceforsuccessfulnationdeliveryplan/  
ESRC -  http://www.esrc.ac.uk/news-events-and-publications/publications/corporate-
publications/delivery-plan/  
MRC -  http://www.mrc.ac.uk/about/spending-accountability/delivery-plan/   
NERC -  http://www.nerc.ac.uk/about/perform/reporting/reports/  
STFC -  http://www.stfc.ac.uk/about-us/our-purpose-and-priorities/delivery-plan/  
RCUK - http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/documents/rcukexecutivedirectoratedeliveryplan-pdf/  

 

Social Market Foundation pamphlet on teaching and learning 

The Social Market Foundation have published a pamphlet written by Sir Anthony Seldon, vice-

chancellor of the University of Buckingham, on teaching and learning in universities. 

http://www.smf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Social-Market-Foundation-Teaching-and-

learning-at-British-universities-Embargoed-0001-030516.pdf  

 

  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35610
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35608
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35605
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-26/35609
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-27/35781
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-29/36138
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-04-27/904779
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmmail.dods.co.uk%2fwf%2fclick%3fupn%3d77RLqgktrfF6d3irm1AHOzeDVW13GNmW26CDzXjR-2Bjp6OOwpFLKJ25MbnMUUj2nyHDcgNev4UWq6B9APlHdOO92jpzf3732vktThEOkaSVY-3D_jk3VG3XSQiWbZCTzKDlRQ56VQcAYxqDlPN9G53X208KLVmyxSya9-2BqMZjyWv3lSxpG4sg2YHz77TCiZ4-2BF8u0ZgbN4aolbIjPLApnWyhEBmtAB-2FfPXL5ApjUwZtlswTsYeq2DgJu92CWcMBRLSjLW4PuWyivV-2Bg6bgLVsHAPI3MFIUpq-2FHXtlEd2VfPoyG2xh7PRAn9jSVs0UQViCCcbuDESr6doeXo0bdbcg-2BYm6qs-3D&data=01%7c01%7calex.leonhardt%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c9e62b588cfcd4e068e3a08d37412ed81%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=VRWwjvKi30wU6jfdu5EOjGSsdUTSlxJoy7M%2baecH%2ffQ%3d
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmmail.dods.co.uk%2fwf%2fclick%3fupn%3d77RLqgktrfF6d3irm1AHO0OKxpNePsZMnZpyPeEz3b049TvCLK3HV12qLiJbxSyThzA-2FU8-2B2hwlxJ3iX1ELjvZwGJHk2vUDbrhYqoJH61zoD-2BBbraLk-2Fgsgbu771-2B08D_jk3VG3XSQiWbZCTzKDlRQ56VQcAYxqDlPN9G53X208KLVmyxSya9-2BqMZjyWv3lSxpG4sg2YHz77TCiZ4-2BF8u0f5KUDcWyPzmQUG3mougKrGUwt9Pl9pyVCdvcbtjCG6AVL52B-2BCh1W7RAwSijhQkOZlFJTX-2BMrReOlggeFZONsz6otkDYiynqZqkLJjCQDksxuKooSN4baapvwcOm-2FxnGuM-2B9DOHXq-2Fe8el0LKiKdA4-3D&data=01%7c01%7calex.leonhardt%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c9e62b588cfcd4e068e3a08d37412ed81%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=gTcdQ8jwLL9AppmiSy4WJdnvyOlZIZww22TaLtVD4PA%3d
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmmail.dods.co.uk%2fwf%2fclick%3fupn%3ddYp8rVhQxtCbE2VSlRzwO6tUQejxFuxNVzbi8xeh5f0owFpr1sZsG4KkFCYknjEufbBN-2FIvnhhaSLNq5rLA1gxt8yyhUibanMHEF4KsV3wglhPineobilCVUl3z9f9fO_jk3VG3XSQiWbZCTzKDlRQ56VQcAYxqDlPN9G53X208KLVmyxSya9-2BqMZjyWv3lSxpG4sg2YHz77TCiZ4-2BF8u0VwB-2BwlTa2rNOzPq0-2BPeZNjDQF10qXnzduHm-2FLHxXaUnkvtU2T7BQ1YtJfkVfzNM8fQ-2FWcsD-2FJPf0wMLDtn53Tgs7R0YCiUHnHie-2FFgR0H5QPncwwvMVhexcz3dzjmPU5tOA1aJf88rpO67j7O5gPGM-3D&data=01%7c01%7calex.leonhardt%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c9e62b588cfcd4e068e3a08d37412ed81%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=b2cKZcYzM7p9pxVaZVo70jXbuTvCNfLHr88XD6mJLBE%3d
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmmail.dods.co.uk%2fwf%2fclick%3fupn%3d77RLqgktrfF6d3irm1AHO7TiQsgElh5uQhupZFs3TMr45vPJ7U9wsyYIAwAcrb8FRDgSqj52ck8duJKKIgP4oMN1Gm-2BdhtafzBBYlfLIjQV4P7-2Bs0V-2F7tBQm-2BQVWr0RPmswdv6PWcB4RpsrOTqiGRA-3D-3D_jk3VG3XSQiWbZCTzKDlRQ56VQcAYxqDlPN9G53X208KLVmyxSya9-2BqMZjyWv3lSxpG4sg2YHz77TCiZ4-2BF8u0eDjnUmMDatjWZ9MrYPOx7YokjBBcr5oZsvcmDPfRNT6hDFF-2FTQAcqLoTuI94WhIo-2FnHnnnx0yOj1BrY4CDpAQX6g2WzsDrUYf-2BzuigRUVDMiXBW2WQR4R8g-2FyqHtSiw1BOwFNC0E2SOsPwA7IoMJHo-3D&data=01%7c01%7calex.leonhardt%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c9e62b588cfcd4e068e3a08d37412ed81%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=7QTvAJ%2fa848wSn2LQEP4gXNrWOYV%2fLkI3KxD4%2bGx7o0%3d
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmmail.dods.co.uk%2fwf%2fclick%3fupn%3d77RLqgktrfF6d3irm1AHO7TiQsgElh5uQhupZFs3TMr45vPJ7U9wsyYIAwAcrb8FRDgSqj52ck8duJKKIgP4oMN1Gm-2BdhtafzBBYlfLIjQV4P7-2Bs0V-2F7tBQm-2BQVWr0RPmswdv6PWcB4RpsrOTqiGRA-3D-3D_jk3VG3XSQiWbZCTzKDlRQ56VQcAYxqDlPN9G53X208KLVmyxSya9-2BqMZjyWv3lSxpG4sg2YHz77TCiZ4-2BF8u0eDjnUmMDatjWZ9MrYPOx7YokjBBcr5oZsvcmDPfRNT6hDFF-2FTQAcqLoTuI94WhIo-2FnHnnnx0yOj1BrY4CDpAQX6g2WzsDrUYf-2BzuigRUVDMiXBW2WQR4R8g-2FyqHtSiw1BOwFNC0E2SOsPwA7IoMJHo-3D&data=01%7c01%7calex.leonhardt%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c9e62b588cfcd4e068e3a08d37412ed81%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=7QTvAJ%2fa848wSn2LQEP4gXNrWOYV%2fLkI3KxD4%2bGx7o0%3d
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmmail.dods.co.uk%2fwf%2fclick%3fupn%3d77RLqgktrfF6d3irm1AHOwu-2BeJ6Z4PRFgUt23zYm1Cz77gRuJSuPhIMcsOmKzbTmAjqy3rNV-2FCPSoHkMnbxuru29AdjH-2F41GrycmnIYSalo-3D_jk3VG3XSQiWbZCTzKDlRQ56VQcAYxqDlPN9G53X208KLVmyxSya9-2BqMZjyWv3lSxpG4sg2YHz77TCiZ4-2BF8u0dhe4tg2r6-2FJgdscbEs1vlgtBrV4a2H77HBMZxbLIX6IMC3AB4WfYsK9Ot4ccYjIJVMWvqajdQYRFHD6w-2F1tjFldj5V9Etdp39Wbi7WOzNa4eZwzIDy6Meb1S2qttsJlOhAAqLOtsY-2FTFrLFk6e4QwM-3D&data=01%7c01%7calex.leonhardt%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c9e62b588cfcd4e068e3a08d37412ed81%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=701Z3W8N%2bplMpeyVKnC6u%2f8wzCt0Lvg4wg0OUuVLxVU%3d
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3a%2f%2fmmail.dods.co.uk%2fwf%2fclick%3fupn%3d77RLqgktrfF6d3irm1AHO6OS3eE30qc7pI0vkh1NmbG-2B8hkIO4fJb2AK4SND1Cm9WrrsXedtFNm3FGgZds9I0Q-3D-3D_jk3VG3XSQiWbZCTzKDlRQ56VQcAYxqDlPN9G53X208KLVmyxSya9-2BqMZjyWv3lSxpG4sg2YHz77TCiZ4-2BF8u0ZgzhFB29WosTIkFpOlSNC878Rqfh8C-2FumBLL9aY2uxvjbx5ENlXoeXCHxmhaqGG9ObQUWxY5wX-2Fv31spuYUs4ccY4CyAgeuc2nE8CLdzTm71FFchNwzhgY9jfYeXarb9Z00vGoH9yWoJSB-2BpxOYeR4-3D&data=01%7c01%7calex.leonhardt%40universitiesuk.ac.uk%7c9e62b588cfcd4e068e3a08d37412ed81%7cb66c9f751b5f4d6280ff8ac626f15ced%7c0&sdata=POxSxoRgZfXJhtITNexI7dyEggGQ25KgFw59pl0xaLI%3d
http://www.stfc.ac.uk/about-us/our-purpose-and-priorities/delivery-plan/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/documents/rcukexecutivedirectoratedeliveryplan-pdf/
http://www.smf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Social-Market-Foundation-Teaching-and-learning-at-British-universities-Embargoed-0001-030516.pdf
http://www.smf.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Social-Market-Foundation-Teaching-and-learning-at-British-universities-Embargoed-0001-030516.pdf
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